Washington EMC—much more than electricity.

Serving members in Baldwin, Emanuel, Glascock, Hancock, Jefferson, Johnson, Laurens, Warren, Washington and Wilkinson counties

Prioritize safety year-round

/ t Washington EMC, we recognize

Electrical Safety Month every
L A May, but we also know the impor-
tance of practicing safety year-round.
From our co-op crews to you, the con-
sumer-members we serve, we recog-
nize that everyone has a part to play in
prioritizing safety.

According to the Electrical Safety
Foundation International, thousands of
people in the U.S. are critically injured
or electrocuted as a result of electrical
fires and accidents in their own homes.
Many of these accidents are prevent-
able. Electricity is a necessity, and
it powers our daily lives. But we know
firsthand how dangerous electricity
can be because we work with it 365 days
ayear.

To me, safety is more than a catch-
phrase. At Washington EMC, it's my
responsibility to keep co-op employees
safe. Additionally, we want to help keep
you and all members of our community
safe. That's why you'll see Washington
EMC hosting safety demonstrations
at community events and in schools
throughout the year to demonstrate the
dangers of electricity. We discuss emer-
gency scenarios, such as what to do in a
car accident involving a utility pole and
downed power lines. We caution stu-
dents on the dangers of pad-mounted
transformers and overloading circuits
with too many electronic devices.

Electricity is an integral part of mod-
ern life. Given the prevalence of electri-
cal devices, tools and appliances, I'd like
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to pass along a few practical electrical
safety tips:

¢ Frayed wires pose a serious safety
hazard. Power cords can become dam-
aged or frayed from age, heavy use
or excessive current flow through the
wiring. If cords become frayed or cut,
replace them, as they could cause a
shock when handled.

® Avoid overloading circuits. Cir-
cuits can only cope with a limited
amount of electricity. Overload happens
when you draw more electricity than a
circuit can safely handle—by having too
many devices running on one circuit.

¢ Label circuit breakers to under-
stand the circuits in your home. Con-
tact a qualified electrician if your home
is more than 40 years old and you need
to install multiple large appliances that
consume large amounts of electricity.

* Use extension cords properly.
Never plug an extension cord into
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Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/washingtonemc.

Washington EMC

An electric membership corporation
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The power behind your power,

Continued from page 20A

another extension cord. If you “daisy
chain” them together, it could lead to
overheating, creating a potential fire
hazard. Don’t exceed the wattage of
the cord either. Doing so creates a risk
of overloading the cord and creating a
fire hazard. Extension cords should also
not be used as permanent solutions. If
you need additional outlets, contact a
licensed electrician to help.

I encourage you to talk with your
kids about playing it safe and smart

In observance of Memorial

Monday, May 30.

Holiday office closing

Day, our offices will be closed

around electricity. Help them be aware
of overhead power lines near where they
play outdoors.

Our top priority is providing an unin-
terrupted energy supply 24/7, 365 days a
year. But equally important is keeping
our community safe around electricity.

Contact Washington EMC for addi-
tional electrical safety tips or if you
would like us to provide safety literature
or a demonstration at your school or
upcoming community event.

Energy Efficiency

Tip of the Month

Even in summer months, adding insulation to your
attic can keep your home more comfortable and
save energy used by your cooling system. If your
attic insulation is level with or below your floor

joists (meaning you can easily see your joists), you
should add more. If you can’t see any of the floor
joists because the insulation is well above them,
you likely have enough insulation.

Attic insulation should be evenly distributed with
no low spots. Make sure the areas
along the eaves are adequately covered.

Source: energystar.gov




Save energy and money with FREE online tools at www.washingtonemc.com.

Restoring power safely and efficiently

\ \ e do our best to avoid them,
J but there’s no way around it:

Power outages occasionally
happen.

For most Washington EMC mem-
bers, outages are rare and only last a
few hours. But when major wind or ice
storms impact our area, extended out-
ages are unavoidable.

So when the power goes out, how
do our crews know where to start work-
ing? How do you know if your outage
has been reported? We've got answers
to these questions and more, and it
all starts with a safe, efficient plan for
power restoration.

When the lights go out and it’s safe
for our crews to begin the restoration
process, they start by repairing power
lines and equipment that will restore
power to the greatest number of people
in the shortest time possible.

This process typically begins with
repairs to the larger main distribu-
tion lines that service a great number
of homes and businesses. After those
repairs are made, crews work on tap
lines, which deliver power to transform-

ers, either mounted on utility poles
(for above-ground service) or placed
on pads (for underground service).
Finally, individual service lines that run
between the transformer and the home
are repaired.

We can’t control the weather, but
we can prepare for it. Washington EMC
keeps a supply of extra utility poles,
transformers and other equipment on
hand so we can quickly get to work in
the event of an outage. When wide-
spread outages occur, multiple crews
will be out in the field simultaneously
working to repair damage at multiple
locations. We also coordinate with
nearby co-ops to bring in additional
crews when necessary.

A proactive approach to mainte-
nance helps minimize the chance of
prolonged outages. This is why you see
Washington EMC crews periodically
trimming trees and clearing vegetation
near rights-of-way. We love trees, too,
but it only takes one overgrown limb to
knock out power for an entire neigh-
borhood. Trimming improves power
reliability for our entire community. In

addition to managing vegetation, we reg-
ularly inspect utility poles, power lines
and other critical equipment to maintain
a more reliable system.

If you experience a power outage,
don’t assume a neighbor reported it. It’s
best to report the outage yourself, and we
make it easy to do. The quickest ways to
report an outage is through our mobile
app and by visiting our website at www.
washingtonemc.com. You can also call
our outage reporting number at (800)
552-2577.

If you have a medical condition that
requires electrical equipment, please
let us know, and always have a backup
plan in place. This plan could include a
portable generator, extra medical sup-
plies or moving to an alternate location
until power is restored. If you plan to
use a generator for backup power, read
all safety information and instructions
before use.

Mother Nature can be unpredict-
able, but as a member of Washington
EMC you can feel confident knowing
we're standing by, ready to restore power
as quickly and safely as possible.

Washington EMC Newsletter

TERRY McGRAW

20C



Empowering members and communities—improving the quality of life.

Can You It?

2 Gig fiber internet from Connect, powered by Washington EMC,
will be a game changer for our community.

2 Gig* 1 Gig 100 Mbps
$§99.95  $79.95 $49.95

*Connect Premier offers download speeds of up to 2 gigabits per second; upload speeds are typically between 1 and 2
gigabits per second. 2 gigabit speeds can be obtained by directly connecting via ethernet cable to the ONT. The device
conducting the speed test must be capable of sending and receiving data at a minimum of 2 gigabits of throughput.

Check availability and learn more at:

ConexonConnect.com
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